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Five Boy Scouts and four adult leaders from Troop 309 embarked on an epic 60-mile trek along the spine of the
Sierra Nevada in July, reaching the summit of Mt. Whitney in five days. 
Boy Scouts Ben Watson, Tripp Rice, Carter Lang, Ryder Stimpel and Gabe Ramirez, Jr. signed up for the challenging
hike to the tallest peak in the continental United States, along with Scoutmaster William Stimpel, Gabe Ramirez,
Sr., and two of the troop’s most recent Eagle Scouts who served as adult leaders on the trip: Jacob Watson, 18 and
Alex McEwen, 19.
Due to the challenges presented on this high adventure trip, Scouts had to be 14 years old and at the rank of 2nd
Class to participate. 

The nine backpackers assembled in Mineral King and camped overnight to acclimate at 7,500 feet. The next
morning, they hiked to Franklin Lake, over Franklin Pass — elevation of 11,800 feet — then descended to
Rattlesnake Canyon and spent their first night camped at the upper end of the canyon at 10,500 feet. 
On Day 2, the group traveled 13 miles and descended into Kern Canyon. After a long hike, Scoutmaster Stimpel
said they enjoyed cooling off in the Kern River, fishing, and soaking in the natural hot springs, which all agreed
soothed their aching joints.
 
At daybreak, they continued up the Kern Canyon and camped that evening at the Wallace Creek trail junction. They
also saw plenty of does, bucks, lizards and snakes, but did not encounter any bears.
A tough 11.5 miles later, the group emerged from the Kern Canyon and camped at Guitar Lake at the base of Mt.
Whitney at an elevation of 11,500. As they traveled through the canyon, the Scouts noticed foliage beginning to
grow in the area after last summer’s wildfire. They saw very few other backpackers until this point of the journey.

Sleep was minimal as the group broke camp at 4 a.m. to make the ascent of Mt. Whitney on Sunday, July 25. After
dropping their heavy backpacks at the pass (removing all food so the marmots wouldn’t devour it) they reached
the summit about 9 a.m., breathing heavily at 14,495 feet but feeling exhilarated at the accomplishment. About 30
other hikers were also there. After making phone calls to family, taking photos and signing the logbook of visitors,
the group began the 11 mile descent down 99 switchbacks.
Parents made the 4.5 hour journey to Whitney Portal by car to transport the group back to Exeter, but first, all
enjoyed several slices of fresh pizza in Lone Pine, a delicious treat after 5 days of freeze dried food. 
Several younger Boy Scouts also were hiking while the older Boy Scouts conquered Mt. Whitney. This group hiked
13.6 miles roundtrip to Twin Lakes, departing from Lodgepole Campground in Sequoia National Park.
Aside from sharpening their outdoor skills, 

Troop 309 is active in several community events, including posting flags throughout downtown Exeter on national
holidays, respectfully retiring worn flags, and leading off the annual Fall Festival Parade. Their charter organization
is the Exeter Lions Club. 
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What scientific organization did inventor and scientist Alexander

Graham Bell help found in 1888?

Which US President once asked a Secret Service agent to send

out a radio-broadcast message to help find his missing cat?

A special kind of bicycle called a cyclomer was invented in Paris in

1932. What made it different from an ordinary bicycle?

1.

2.

3.

Alexander Graham Bell was one of the founding members of the National Geographic Society in 1888. He helped
establish its journal, and even served as the organization's president for eight years!
Calvin Coolidge. His cat "Tige" disappeared in 1924, prompting him to call a search party! Tige was found a day
later wandering a few blocks from the White House and was brought home safely.
The cyclomer is unique to an ordinary bicycle because it is buoyant, allowing it to operate on both land and water!

1.

2.

3.

Take a look at this front page Exeter Sun
article from 1937 - it features a

photograph of the intersection of Pine and
E Street from 1910!

 
Do you have any historic photos of the

Chamber or Chamber Members to share?
If so, email them with a description to us at

chamber@exeterchamber.com!
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